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modification of him. Siva and Brahma manifested
a part only of the Divine Being, but Krishna is God
Himself. A peculiarity of the creed of this sect lies in
the stress placed upon bhakti, or faith. The Vedantists
teach that knowledge will save ; other popular systems
say, ''Perform penance," meditate, " Do good works ;"
but Chaitanya said, "Trust Krishna." "The efficacy
of good works, austerity, and knowledge, is nothing
compared with that of bhakti. Without bhakti there
can be no deliverance." Simple bhakti without know-
ledge, whatever be the object of this blind and implicit
faith, will insure salvation. The Vaishnavas maintain
that anything, a log of wood, a plant, etc., believed by
the devotee to be Krishna or Chaitanya, becomes to
him such, and ensures his happiness in the realms of
heaven. There are five degrees of this bhakti: Santa,
or peace. This, the lowest form, is the calm, un-
impassioned contemplation of the deity. Dasya, or
servitude. When this is attained, the heart is more
animated, the mind is more active, and the affections
are warmer. This leads to a vow of service, and the
position of him who offers it is as that of a slave to
his master. Sakyas or friendship. When he attains
to this height, the devotee no longer regards Krishna as
his master, but as his personal friend, whom he is im-
pelled to please because of the love he bears towards
him. Batsalya, or filial affection, is that degree of
affection which is recognized as natural in a child
towards its father; the childlike trust which leads its
possessor to look up to Krishna and say, Thou art my
father. The last form of this bhakti is called Madhurya
or sweetness ; and the. illustration given of this is the
love which the milkmaids of Vrindavana bore towards
when he was residing in their midst, the